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Intervention Effectiveness

Tenant-Based Housing 
Voucher Program

Low-income 
households 

voucher 
recipient uses 

voucher

Improved housing and 
housing stability

Improved 
neighborhood 
opportunities

Improved education

Improved physical and mental 
health

Reduced risky behavior and crime

Reduced intergenerational poverty

Economic Outcomes

Program Cost

Cost to Tenant*
• Tenant share of 

rent and utility
• Search and 

moving cost

Cost to Taxpayer*
Core
• Rent subsidy
• Administrative
Added Services
• Pre-move 

Counseling
• Other housing 

services and 
assistance

Intermediate Economic Outcomes

000

Household budget
• Increased household 

budget

Household choices
• Expanded housing 

choices
• Expanded neighborhood 

choices

Expected Benefits

0000
Household consumption increase
• Housing*
• Non-housing

Household employment and 
earnings increase*
• Adult current and future earnings
• Child in adulthood

Household costs decrease*
• Healthcare
• Other social assistance programs

Neighbor effects
• Property values

Government budget*
• Reduced outlays
• Increased income tax revenue

Cost-benefit and Cost-effectiveness

Cost-effectiveness
(QALY, DALY)

Cost-benefit

*Cost drivers
QALY: Quality Adjusted Life Year 
DALY: Disability Adjusted Life Year

Source (with narrative description): Guide to Community Preventive Services. Health 
Equity: Housing Voucher Programs. https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/health-
equity-tenant-based-housing-voucher-programs

https://www.thecommunityguide.org/sites/default/files/assets/AF-HE-housing-vouchers-econ-508.pdf
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/health-equity-tenant-based-housing-voucher-programs


Icons in Community Guide Analytic Frameworks

Intervention

Recommendation outcome

Other intermediate outcome or 

variable (that are not

recommendation outcomes)

Population

Potential effect modifiers (affecting 

causal relationships)

Potential additional benefits or 

potential Harms

Unidirectional block arrows are 

applied between intervention and 

population icons

Unidirectional arrows for causal 

relationships

Bidirectional arrows show feedback 

loops

Intervention costs

Economic benefit

Economic outcome for CPSTF finding

Other economic outcomes




